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I.—Foreren PoLrrics. 


Oxx of the seven precepts on which the Persians have been advised by 
their Parliament to condact themselves, as says 
5 the Wama · i-Mogaddas Hablul Mateen Calcutta] of 
the 11th February, is that the Muhammadans of the country should be 
12 and friendly in dealing with the Jew and Christian residents 
thereof and should attend to the protection of their lives and property, as 
their religious doctrines make it incumbent upon them to do, having regard 
to the fact that these non-religionists are their fellow-citizens. It has also 
been enjoined upon them, as adds the journal, that they should have 
consideration for the foreigners and see them comfortably situated, looking 
upon them as their guests. 


Persian politics. 


2. In fact, says the same paper, if the Persian merchants like to rid them- 
selves of the overpowering influence of the foreigners 
2 and to appropriate fully the profit accruing from 
their trade, they ought to conduct themselves according to the fashion of the 
days. By the by, the foreign powers conspiringly made China a victim of their 
politics and, as a result of mutual treaties, took possession of some of their 
principal ports, making them their seats of trade; and have since been in 
the enjoyment of the produce yielded by them, reducing the Chinese 
to the situation of labourers. Many of the subjects of both the (foreign) 
powers, originally not so well off, have now become men of substance and 
stand as the organizers of several flourishing trading companies in China. 
The Chinese all along allowed free scope to them to establish their influence 
over themselves, until, of late, when they got awake to their folly. The 
have now, accordingly, organized a separate Board of Commerce such as is 
in vogue among other nations also, in the name of the Club, making various 
reasonable appointments thereunder for the protection of their national 
situation and trade, and this is purely a social institution having no adminis- 
trative aspect. They have now decided not to purchase any articles imported 
from America to the extent of the ordinary cigarettes. This resolution on 
their part carried on with such a pertinacity has attracted the attention of 
America and other foreign powers who now seek to conciliate them. 


Persian politics. 


As a matter of custom, the foreigners, at first, seek relation with an 
alien country in the name of trade and subsequently make settlement therein 
and establish their influence and power. So, having regard to the above 
circumstances, it is advisable for the Persians to look to the commercial 
aspect of their country and to try to diminish by degrees the force of the 
foreign trade. Should the Persians offer to purchase the foreign articles at 
prices much below those demanded, the foreign merchants, disagreeing to 
this, will not be disposed to import their goods into Persia. This should, 
1 be entirely a social question, having nothing to do with the 
State. | 


3. In discussing the object of the Amir’s visit to India, the Hitvarta 
,, [Calcutta] of the 17th February rejects the 
rns suggestions of the English journals, such as the 
Times of London, on the subject, and prefers to believe that His Majesty 


has visited India with a view to examine and understand the civil and 


military administration of the country by the English. 


4. In its issue of the 18th February, the Hindi Bangavast (Calcutta 
rr . eee 
ol ish resi residents of pt that notwithstanding their 
WW having trained ba Egyptians and led them into 
enlightenment the latter detest to associate with them, remarks, ‘‘If so, why 
do the English thus waste their love upon such people and not let them 
alone in their primitive condition?” Tbe paper says the English endearment 
and love have been disastrous to many, and inquiries why they should be 
80 1 bent upon making civilized those that are content in their natural 
condition: “e : ony ee 7 5 
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114) 
II.—Houꝝ ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) — Police. 


5. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] ef the 15th February publishes a 

ee 1 letter alleging that in the village of Dakkhin- 

at = case at Maurshi- khanda, near Salar, in the thana of Bharatpur, in 
the Fatehsingh pargana of the district of Mur- 

shidabad, a number of Musalmans who had sacrificed kine on last Id day, 
were on the 31st January last in broad daylight attacked by a party of 
loeal Hindus, and had their property set fire to and otherwise damaged 
materially. The. correspondent concludes by soliciting an inquiry eithen 
by. a European officer or by a Musalman and a Hindu officer jointly. 
6. The same paper, in the course of an article headed Anarchy in 
DT thia wilt J essore : obstruction by Hindus to the sacrifice 
to the sacrifice of kine in Jessore, Of kine by Musalmans and oppression by the 
police,” writes that in the villages of Narayanpur, 

Aruagram, Sarutia, Kanaidanga, and Giridharpur, in the thana of Kesabpur 
in Jessore, Musalmans were this year prevented from sacrificing kine on 
the occasion of the Id. Babu Nepal Chandra Haazra, the senior Daroga of 
Jessore, about ten days before the Jd visited these villages and forbade 
the sacrifice of kine. A large police force was stationed in these villages 
to see that these orders were obeyed, and during their sojourn they committed 
terrible oppression on the. Musalman population. The landlords of these 
villages are Babus Jogendra Chandra Basu of Pajia, Rames Chandra Basu 
(Munsif), and Jnanendra Nath Basu (Deputy Magistrate at Jessore). a 
The paper then proceeds to remark :—_~ | ee 


We cannot help blaming Government for its responsibility for these 
incidents, since the partition and the swadeshi agitation have stirred up 
ill-feeling between Hindus and Musalmans and led the former to take te 
trampling on the latter. How could Government leave a district manned in 
all its higher offices by Hindus only? Can justice and peace be looked fox 
from such an arrangement? Can the interests of Musalmans be expected to 
be safeguarded thereby? Can one, after this anarchy aud this terrible 
oppression committed on Musalmans, imagine Jessore to. be British territory? 

We appeal to our benevolent Government either to take action itself 
against these ungrateful Musalman-hating Hindus, who. annually murder 
5,000: of their. infants, or if ay A feel unequal to doing so, give the Musalmans: 
the opportunity, and then the. latter will do. as circumstances: may require. 
The. oppression of the Hindus: on Musalmans has reached: its: height. “, 
mans. have borne. much, and they: will not bear more. The time. is. come: for 
redress. 

7. Referring to the theft of the property of Mr. Puma Chandra. Mitra, 
„ rs * aang : 1 9 train re — 1 * 
e OF tragen on Me Nagpur Railway, the Bangavasi {Calcutta}: of the 

Paper Sew 16th February * that this case, along ot the. 
murder of Sachindra Kumar Basu, proves that travelling on the line has 
become unsafe. Khurda and Kharagpur are the principal seats of budimashes. 
on the line. A sharp eye should be kept on these places. 

8. In continuation of what was written in a previous issue about the 

See death of Sachindra Kumar Basu (see Report on 

4. 4 a Sachindra Kumar Native Papers of the 10th. February, paragraph 6), 
the same paper says that a police officer went to 

Meerut to enquire about some persons of the place, who, it was rumoured,. had 
travelled with Sachindra Kumar. The officer has now returned and submitted 
his report on the case. But this report has been kept strictly confidential 
at the head office of the Railway Police at Howrah on the ground that the case 
is still under investigation. We have, however, learned, says the writer, from. 
a. trustworthy. source, that the death of Sachindra Kumar has heen. considered. 
purely accidental in this report and that the above investigating officer has, 
consequently, been ordered to drop the investigation. This. officer has: also: 
been transferred: from the Railway Police. We are. reluctant to believe 
that the case will be hushed up on the plea of accidental death. ‘The above 


Ens) 


officer was at Meerut for only two days and he could not possibly learn so 
much about the case in such a short time as to enable him to decide once 
for all that it was a case of accidental death. It is rumoured that he had a 
mind to investigate the case for a longer time, but that he had to hurry 
through the investigation and return, because the head office wanted to 
transfer him. We are unwilling to place any faith in this rumour. We 
know Mr. Cornish, the head of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway Police, to be an 
able, energetic and good man, and we are unable to believe that he is 
capable of acting so improperly. 

We are firmly of opinion that Sachindra Kumar has been killed and 
we stated our reasons in a previous issue, If the police holds a contrary 
view, let it refute our arguments, and let the public and the Government 
judge whether we are right or the police isright. And then ifthe publie 
and the Government decide against us, we shall be satisfied. But if their 
verdict goes against the police, the case should not be allowed to be hushed 
up merely with the submission of a report. There is a rumour that the 

lice is trying to hush up the case on the pretext of accidental death, 
— it fears that if, after the interpellation in the Bengal Legislative 
Council, the case is proved to be one of murder and the police fails to trace 
the offending party, the prestige of the police and the Government will be lost 
and a widespread panic will seize the public mind. We do not think that 
the police, with all its faults, has become so depraved as to do this, and are 
unable to make ourselves believe that a generous man like Mr. Cornish is 
capable of hushing up a murder case in this manner. We do not know 
whether the case is still under enquiry. 

In a previous issue we spoke of certain acts of negligence on the part of 
the police in connection with the case. In this issue also we shall give some 
more instances of neglect of duty. The Inspector of the Cuttack Railway 
Police is a young European, who is stationed at Khurda. When the informa- 
tion of the discovery of a dead body, which afterwards proved to be Sachindra 
Kumar's, reached him, he did not consider it necessary to go himself or send a 
Sub-Inspector to the spot, but sent a head-constable. And this head constable 
reached the spot two and-a-half days after the occurrence of the incident. 
Again, it appears from the report of the police in the case that the police 
suspected the dead body to be that of an inhabitant of Calcutta or Dacca. 
But it is a matter of great wonder that in spite of the suspicion no information 
was given of the case to the Calcutta or Dacca Police before the final disposal 
of the dead-body. Had the Calcutta Police been informed of the case, the 
matter would surely have been brought to our notice. And then we could 
have viewed the dead body and taken care that the post-mortem examination 
was properly conducted. The attention of the Government is drawn to these 
acts of negligence on the part of the police. 

9. A correspondent from Hanskhali, in the Jalpaiguri Dooars writes 

. ae ae a 8 = Daily — 1 of 3 17th 

Ine Gopredations Of wild ele February to complain of the damage done to 
— 88 local n by the depredations of wild 
elephants, and to solicit Government interference in the matter. 


(5) Working of the Courts. 


10. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 16th February has the following 

re .. under the head-lines Arise, awake, the flame has 

1 iction of the Punjabi caught on,” with reference to the conviction of 
er the Punjabi newspaper of Lahore :— 


Brethren, now it has begun. The house has caught fire, sleep no more, 
arise, awake. Tou suppose that happiness and peace are reigning over the 
country and that with a few voting-rights all your grievances will cease. 
That is not so. Your hearth and home are going to be ruined, Nothing 
will avail unless, maddened, you take up a resolute stand. Hang up for the 
present that goody-goody policy of yours of reforms. It has become 
necessary now to come to an understanding with the feringht. There are 
few nations on earth so barbarous as the ferighis. You have been smitten 
so many times, why do you atill go and flatter them? Let all combine and 
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take up a single line of action. Cut off all contact with thé feringhis; never 
go to them on any account, A boycott of the feringht—this should be our 
guiding principle now. Try, if the feringhi is not brought to his knees then. 
And if the ferinqhis resist the carrying to completion of this vow to boycott, 


then they will be destroyed in the very flame which they have lighted up in 
the country. : 


The fire has caught on, arise, arise, awake. 


Datty Hiravant, 11. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 17th February writes that 
e . the Punjabi has been convicted because it was 
| ne be conviction of the Pumabs held to have used language calculated to spread 
i de e and promote ill-feeling between Europeans and 
Iudians. But look at the judgment in the case in which four feringhis attempted 
to violate the modesty of two Hindu females, and even touched the person 
of one of them. Three of the accused have been let off and one punished 
with a year’s imprisonment. Let readers judge which act will create ill - 
feeling between Europeans and Indians—the act of an editor who spreads a 
false tale of the death of an Indian at the hands of a European, or the 
act of a European who sought to violate a helpless Indian female. ES 

12, The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 18th February has the following 

with reference to the recent conviction of the Punjabi 

The conviction of the Punjabi newspaper of Lahore :— | 3 
st 8 From the manner in which the editor and the 
proprietor of the Punjabi at Lahore have been treated by the local Government 
if} officers, dislike to the feringhi has, without effort and without agitation, 
i burst forth like the mid-day sun all over the country between Lahore and 
Calcutta. No matter how much the governing /eringhi officials may profess 
to be guided in their work of administration by considerations of European 
civilisation, of learning, of mercy and justice, and of Christianity; no matter 
how much they may play the master with the purpose of misleading the 
people of the country, this incident of the Punjabi has made it plain that they 
are verily so many unruly dusmans wanting in good breeding. All who know 
the feringht know that if the necessity arises, he can surpass the records of 
oppressive conquerors and rulers, buried in history, nay even throw Kalapahar 
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I into the shade. In view of the way in which, day by day, with increasing 
daring, he is showing his real guise, this point need not to be laboured, at 
i this time of the day, | | 


That is why we wish to say that the report of the oppression committed 
on the editor and the proprietor of the Punjabi has given us the greatest 
pleasure. What news can be so pleasing as this? Bravo, Lala Jaswant 
Rai; bravo, Srijut Athabole! Can one be said to have lived like a man 
unless one has gone through an experience like this? Can one be said to 
have been born a man unless one has suffered like this? From this distance 
at Calcutta, with our eyés turned towards Lahore and with our hands uplifted 
to the God who is the Giver of all desires, we pray that all who are 
devoted to the service of the country, all who give publicity to matters 
relating to the country, be they Hindu or Musalman, Sikh or Aryan, 
Maratha or Madrassi, that all be anointed in this very fashion. Just as 
Lala Jaswant and Athabole were taken to prison handcuffed and in chains 
as though they were tigers or bears, just as they were without dela 
made to don prison garb and were put on hard labour, so if all the 
honoured men of the country, specially those who have a liking for feringhi- 
ism, and who always remain dressed as feringhis, were arrested and oppressed, 
then shall we feel gratified indeed. ae 

Feringhi, do not you, to befool us, say that you will treat with respect men 
honoured by the country and by our society? Do not you say that in governing 
the country you respect our religious and our social usages? What, then, is this 
conduct on your part? Did not your slaves, true to the salt, know that bail 
would be applied for on behalf of the proprietor and the editor of the Punjabi? 

Would the glory of your Government or the dignity of your power, 
an would your unresisted supremacy have been hurt if the gentlemen had not 
| been for a short while decked out as monkeys, and made to don 
tattered prison garb? We are acquainted with your system of demi-official 
letters. It does not seem credible to us that the terrible punishment which 
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Mr. Mant decreed he did without consultation, without reliance on the 
strength of private correspondence. All /eringhi jackals cry alike, all vibrate 
to the same tune. That is why we inquire what is this folly that has come 
upon you, what is this confusion that you are bringing about in the exu- 
berance of your pride? In India you alone wield arms and the rod of 
unishment. The rest are all sheep. Do you want to chastise that sheep 
into a lion? Fie, fie, fie, fie on you a hundred times. And brethren of 
Bengal, readers of the Sandhya, to you to-day, in the name of the Punjabi, we 
appeal, if you are men, if you wish to preserve the dignity of manhood, 
in the interests of your country, your people, your religion and of self-govern- 
ment, in the light of this incident regarding the Punjabi, to vow to 
boycott, to stake your very lives in boycotting the Feringhi. Boycott at once 
all articles of jferinght manufacture, and give up contact with the /eringhi. 
Be genuine, be Indians, forget the feringht and feringhi-tsm. The harassment 
of the Punjabi is not a harassment, it isa gift of flowers from Providence, 
it is God’s blessing. Take this blessing on thy head and try to be men. | 
13. The same paper announces that the students at Lahore bave taken uumnr. 
to wearing crape as a sign of mourning in 
connexion with the conviction of the Punjabi, 
and then proceeds to inquire why their conjreres 
at Calcutta and the native leaders of the town aro inactive. It will not do 
any longer simply to cease using bilati salt and sugar. To mix with the 
Seringhi must be looked upon as the same thing as eating dog’s flesh under 
the stress of hunger. 5 
14. A correspondent of the Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 20th February saupnra. 
Inesstions acainst a Sub. Deputy Writes that Babu Girindra Narain Singh, the . sh, 107. 
Magistrate. 7 pat! Sub- Deputy Magistrate at Kandi, was on a recent 
gi occasion guilty of an act of grave disoourtesy 
towards a highly respected and influential local zamindar and Honorary Magis- 
trate, Madan Mohan Babu by name, who had gone to Kandi to discharge 
his judicial functions, in having made the latter vacate under most humiliat- 
ing circumstances a chair which he had taken by the former’s side. 

Two other cases are spoken of as characteristic of the manner of Girindra 
Babu’s despensing justice. For working a bullock with a sore on its neck a 
cultivator was fined Rs. 30, a sum which he could only raise by parting with 
the animal in question, and a man was fined Rs. 7 for having performed an 
office: of nature on the public high-way. | 

Besides these, the Sub-Deputy Babu has other vices, the very mention of 
which is shameful, 5 5 oe 


The conviction of the Punjabi 
newspaper. 


15. The Datly Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 20th February thinks that Dana Bravo, 


Government has injured its own dignity by . win. 10%. 
) having interested itself in the prosecution of the 

Punjabi. The: police officer who is said to have been defamed by the news- 

paper in question might have undertaken the prosecution himself. The public 

are not satisfied with the action of Government in having turned this 
prosecution into one for sedition. It would be well if the Punjab Government 

‘were warned in time. It is they who are adding to the discontent in the 

public mind, 


The conviction of the Punjabi. 


16. Referring to the sequel of the well-known Baladhan murder. case, NINA Mizsa, 


| which was concluded by the High Court the other 

The conclusion of the Bala- day acquitting all the accused and criticizing bitterly 
dban murder case. the proceedings of the lower court and the conduct 
of the police, the bharat Mitira [Calcutta] of the 
16th February remarks that had it not been for that tribunal and for the 
accused having money enough to approach it, they would have suffered death 
for nothing. | 


Feb. 16th, 1907. 


17. Referring tothe application of Babu Surendra Nath Bannerji and Ein Basoavast, 


Feb, 18th, 1907. 


| Mr. Rasul to the local High Court praying for the 
ehe t- fer oe ite, Barisal issue of a rule transferring the civil suit brought 
cavctined.  - & “© by them against Messrs. Emerson and Kemp, the 
0 District Magistrate and Superintendent of Police, 

ectively, from Barisal to its own file, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 


res ; 
18th February notes that the transfer applied for has after all been granted, 
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but under certain conditions. The judgment of the court contains much 
to reflect upon. | 


(d) — Education. 


18. The Sanyivans [Calcutta ) of the 14th February writes: — 


Last year many students got plucked in the 
be ceoglishmen unduly favoured Entrance Examination of the Calcutta Universi 
ee owing to the fault of Mr. Arden Wood, Hea 
Examiner in History and Geography. Still Mr. Arden Wood has been 
re-appointed Head Examiner this year. ae ad 

Mr. J. N. Das Gupta was acting as Head Examiner in English Literature 
during many years past. But this year he has not got the place. 
19. The same paper says that in consequence of the reorganisation of the 
Education Department, a “list of the officers of the 
Reorganisation of the Lower Lower Subordinate Educational Service“ has been 
— — — published in Western Bengal, by which many of 
these officers have got promotions with 
retrospective effect from September 1905. But no such list has yet been 
published in Eastern Bengal. And it is rumoured that the authorities of the 
Education Department of the new province have, in a conference held at Dacca, 
decided that they will not take seniority into consideration in giving 
promotions to lower officers in accordance with the scheme of reorganisation. 
If this rumour is true, the Education Department, Eastern Bengal and Assam, 
will be greatly lowered in the estimation of the public. | 
20. The Ail Pusch (Bankipore] of the 14th February notes that the date 
er 3 of the ensuin P ge a * 
Ante Of the ensuing - unfortunately f uring the period when the 
pea ee Mokurrum — will ee to be observed by 
the Muhammadans, and when their minds are much too distracted to be sh | 
with things such as examination. 
The paper regrets that the authorities concerned did not think of this 


before deciding to fix the date. 


21. The effect of English education on the Indian people has been, says the 

Bihar Bandhu [ Bankipore] of the 16th 2 

Abs ou tber Irin eae da- to anglicise their ideas, conduct and taste, and make 

people. ; 

them averse to learning their own | and to 

improving their industry and commerce. The paper regrets that, 

notwithstanding their being so disadvantageously affected by the destructive 

effect of the education, the Indians are not awake to their mistake and 
have, hence, been doing nothing to better their material condition. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


22. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the 16th February writes that an 
5 a anonymous petition full of false and impr 

1 Winne. Hospital Assistant allegations against Babu Trailackya Nath Banerji, 
eit Civil Hospital Assistant of Vishnupur, has been 

lately under consideration by the Civil Surgeon of Bankura. Trailackya Babu 
is well known to the conductors of the paper for his efficiency and sense of duty. 
He has always steered clear of all local factions, and the public are 
well-disposed towards him for his amiability and professional ability. All 
the educated people of Vishnupur are angry at the fact of a nasty and 
anonymous petition having been sent up against such an inoffensive 

gentleman. 

23. Referring to the meeting recently held in Calcutta by the Lieutenaut- 
5 2 of 2 on * subject . roa el ot 

0 cutta improvement Improvement Scheme, the Bangava cutta] o 
5 — 2 the 1 6th February says that the villages in Bengal 
stand in great need of improvement, A great deal 
may be done in this direction by excavating a number of tanks in these 
villages, which are now being devastated by cholera and malaria, The villagers 
pay — of rupees as revenue. Should they be allowed to perish in this 
manner | 
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24, The Daily Hituruũi . peer ‘of the 19th February ‘says that 


at “although Jorabagan, Kalutola, Surtibagan and some 
ee ‘other quarters of Calcutta ‘have | proved hot. beds of 
plague, the Calcutta Municipality does not show the least anxiety to improve 
their sänitation. The'hide-gotowns of Kalutola and Surtibagan are the source 
ot many epidemics, ind the fumour that they will be removed from these 
quarters has been in the ‘air for a lang time. But nothing has as yet been 
done, Again, a large bus tes, situate to the west of the Pumping Station in 
Halliday Strest, has been cbnverted into open land. A spacious street should 
be üpened but directly from this place to Chitpur Road. ‘Similar other streets 
also “should be opened out in Surtibagan; as it is a notorious rendezvous ot 
gundas and budmashés. Will the Municipality look to these matters? 
25. The Satidhya [Calctita] of the 20th February writes that u notice 
os ns an diel Was on the 7th February last served by Dr. R. Sen, 
2 ye Health Officer for District No. II of the Calcutta 
Municipality, upon Brahmananda Brahmachari, the 
‘Mahant of a small 4 to Siva at the Nimtala burning ghat to remove bag 
arid baggage from the burning ghat in a week 's time, failing which he would be 
mitide over to the police, It 8 that the Bramachari has been putting up 
ut this ‘temple and enjoying the proceeds of the offerings of devotees at it, 
without interference for a long time, and that there was no question raised as 
to his right to do so in 1902, when on the 15th February of that year, he 
recbtved permission, which he had applied for from Dr. Cook, to have the 
precincts of the temple paved with marble. It is alleged that the occasion for 
tlie service Of the present notice arose out of some quarrel between the Brahma- 
ohari and Babu Sarada Chandra, the Inspector of the burning ghat. The notice 
‘which has been served js peculiar in that it makes no mention of the particdlir 
ssction of the particular law under which it is issued. Let the münicipa 
authorities be warned, that if tlie person of the Brahmachariis touched, a flame 
‘would be lighted up ‘all over Calcutta. A riot would be inevitable if aſhair 
of the Brahmachari’s head is touched, such is the respectin which he is held by 
the majority of the high class residents of the city. 


5 — Oles tions affecting the land, 


. 


, * 
3 


26. A correspondent of the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th February 
_ writes as follows: 


10% et upprestions and ele. he Rohiniestate within the Deoghar subdivi- 
ment of the Sonthal Parganas. sion of the Sonthal Parganas is under survey and 


5 8 settlement. Mr. Robertson, Assistant Settlement 
Officer and his party came to the Rohini village during the last Kali Puja and 
since that time the people of the place aré being subjected to various sorts of 
hurassment. The few days that the officer and his mien were stationed at 
Rohini the inhabitants of two or three villages in the neighbourhood suffered 
the greatest misery at their hands. They had to serve and wait upon the 
survey party day and night for five or six days. If any one happened to be 
absent on any business of his he was sure to be mercilessly beaten, Services 
such as procuring woad, bringing water, preparation of chhat (?), etc., had to 
‘be done by them without any remuneration. . 1 a 
Then began the visit of amins and inspectors to maugas, Their tables, 
boxes, etc., had to be served by the villagers for 10 or 12 miles together 
with any remunération. The poor people simply starved during the time that 
they were away from home. It is not known where the settlement law 
obtaining in the Sonthal Parganas authorises such impressment of begar 
service. In other districts people engaged to do such work as. dragging of 
chains and holding of poles are given wages. But in the Sonthal Parganas 
villagers are made to do such work begar. And this gives amins and inspectors 
Opportunities to oppress the poor people. If any one fails to propitiate the 
amins and inspectors. with bribes, he is 1 to the greatest qppression. 
Under orders from the Settlement Officer the villagers have to supply 
raswa to amins; and the rule is that the latter should pay the price of the rasad 
hn their work is finished. But as a matter of fact no amin or inspector ever 
Pye the price of his rasad. He manages somehow to procure a receipt for it 
om the villagers. An amin gets Rs. 3 for the Fastwari work of 100 acres and 
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Re. 1-8 for the Ahanapuri work of 100 kalams, Almost every mausa in the Rohini 
estate has an area of about 200 acres, andit takes nearly one month for an 
amin to do its kastwart and khanapurt work. An amin therefore never gets more 
than Rs. 10 in a month, and he is accompanied by a iindal and a servant. It 
is impossible for these three men to live on Rs. 10 per month. They want the 
villagers to supply them with first-class rice, first-class sweatmeats and sufficient 
uantities of milk and ghee. In fact their fare costs, on an average, Re. 1 per 
des But whence do they pay this large cost? | 
If any raiyat happens to be absent, the amin or inspector beats him or 
reports him to the Settlement Officer. The Settlement Officer causes the man 
to be brought before him and fines him annas 12 or orders him to be confined. 
A man thus confined generally suffers great oppression at the hands of 
chaprasis. Two men, inhabitants of the Barhwa mauza, were ordered by the 
saheb to be kept in confinement in his peshkar’s charge. But when the sahed 
ordered their release, they were allowed to go off only after being severel 
beaten. Most probably, it was their refusal to pay bribes that brought this 
beating on them. A well-to-do villager asked a letter from an inspector as a 
return for his rasad. The man was reported to the sab. When he afterwards 
received the saheb’s notice for attendance, he did not attend for fear of being 
insulted. On this, the sakeb himself went to him, abused him and fined him 
Rs. 45. The fine was realised on the spot. | 
Recently an act of great oppression has been committed in the Baghmara 
village, three miles from Deoghar. One day an amin came to the village at 10 
in the morning and demanded éucht and sandesh for his food. But as these 
things could not be got in the village, he was offered curd and chirha. These he 
refused to take and went away. The next day he returned to the village in 
the morning in the company of his dindal, and demanded a good room to live 
in, On this a man asked him to lodge in a room in which the amin of the 
Dhani village was lodged, and said that that was the only good room that could 
be spared. The amin was displeased at this and said that they were bound to 
give the amins good rooms even if it necessitated their ladies to be turned out. 
At this, a young man asked him not to utter such things. This enraged the 
amin to such a degree that he abused the people there and went away 
threatening revenge. After some time he returned with three or four amins, 
their tindals, and a number of chaukidars—30 or 40 people in all. In fear a 
number of young men entered into the house. The amins then abused the 
women of the house, dragged out two or three young men, beat them, and 
afterwards sent them to the saheb at the Punasi village, seven or eight miles 
off. There in the salteb's camp they were kept in confinement the whole 
wintry night. At last the sakeb ordered them to appear before him another day 
and let them off. Is it not wrong to oppress young men of respectable families 
in this manner? When a theft occurred in the sahkeb’s camp in the Punasi 
village some one told him that it was caused by the removal of the tahsildar, 
footmen and chaukidars of the estate from the place. The footmen and 
chaukidars were then called and beaten. The footmen complained of this to 
the Manager of the estate. On this the sulleb made a report to the Manager 
against the tahsildar in which he complained of great mismanagement in the 
supply of his rasad at Punasi. On receiving this report the Manager suspended 
the tahsildar without even hearing him in defence and sent another man in his 
lace. While this was done by the manager, the saheb ordered that every day 
is camp should be guarded by the inhabitants of a village. In default of 
obeying this order the villagers are persecuted in various ways. In this 
manner oppressions are being committed in connexion with the survey and 
settlement. 
It is necessary in this p'ace to say a few words about the manner in which 
Mr. Robertson disposes of disputes. If a raiyat says that a certain plot of land 
is in his possession, although it is not really in his possession, and then if 
another raiyat, in whose possession the land really is, comes forward and 
urges his claim, the eahzb beats the latter as a liar. He will not even take 
evidence in the matter. Again, if a man, who has been simply cultivating a 
land for two or three years, says that he has been cultivating it for 12 or 13 
ears as an under-raiyat, the saheb records a possession of 12 years or more in 
is favour without taking any evidence in the matter. Thus instead of 
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settling disputes, the saheb is increasing their number. He constantly abuses 
people with such words as “sala,” ‘‘ suar ka bachchha,” eto. People dare not 
complain against him because the Subdivisional Officer and Maulvi Nijabat 
Hossain, Manager, are his friends. No pleader or Mukhtar is free to take up a 
case against him. The poor people have therefore to suffer oppressions calmly 
and silently. People do not get redress by complaining against amins and 
others to Mr. Robertson. Those who supply rasad to the saheb’s camp suffer 
losses in various ways. Very insufficient wages are paid for the carriage of his 
luggage from camp to camp. | 

Recently two Musalman amins have come to Rohini and the neighbouring 
village, Rupsagar, for parfal work. In the Rohini mauza arrangements have 
been made to provide rasad to its amin by collecting subscriptions from the 
villagers. Every raiyat has to pay subscription and constantly attend on the 
amins. The other day, on a report from the amin of Kohini, the saheb confined 
18 respectable men for a whole night. Many of the raiyats of the Rohini 
mausa have lands in three or four mauzas. How is it possible for them to attend 
the amins of more than one mauza at one and the same time? In the Rupsagar 
mauza every raiyat has to pay subscription at the rate of annas 4 per rupee 
of his rent for the supply of rasad to his head amin, ‘The raiyats, again, have 
to Uppy coolies for dragging the chain. | 

The editor says that the writer of the above correspondence is a respectable 

and trustworthy person, and draws the attention of the authorities to the matter. 
The oppressed villagers have telegraphed to the Deputy Commissioner and the 
Settlement Officer of the district and to the Lieutenant Governor for redress. 
On the 27th January last, the Deputy Commissioner went to Rohini and 
took the evidence of a large number of raiyats. Itis hoped that the oppression 
will cease in consequence of this enquiry. 


(g)—Ratlways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


27. A correspondent of the Sri Sri Vishiu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika 
[Calcutta] of the 14th February says that although 
construction works are going on iu the Kalipahari 
station on the East Indian Railway for the last one and a half years, nothing 
has been done to build the sanctioned over-bridge at the station. This over- 
bridge is an urgent necessity, because crossing the lines at the station is very 
dangerous. Again, a gate should be constructed at a convenient place near 
the station for carts to cross the lines, Again, all the coal of the Kalipahari 
centre is weighed ut Raniganj or Asansol, so that the quantitics of coal which 
fall outside the waggons on the weighing lines of these stations are generally 
stolen. To prevent this loss to the Kalipahari coal miners, arrangements should 
be made for the laying of a weighing line at Kalipahari. 5 
28. A correspondent of the Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 16th 
February says that lakhs of maunds of grains 
. belonging to native mahajans are lying stacked in 
the Raipur station on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway for want of waggons to 
carry them to their destinations. On the other hand, European merchants do 
not suffer the least inconvenience or delay in sending their goods. This 
partiality of railway officers towards European traders is most blameable. 
29. The same paper says that now that the Bombay Mail train of the 
East Indian Railway starts from the Howrah 
station after 10 p.m., the timing of No. 57-Up 
train, which now leaves Howrah at 7-35 p.m., should be altered by 16 or 20 
minutes in order to prevent its being shunted off at Seoraphuli to allow the 
Umballa Express train to pass. If it is made to start at 7-15 P. u., it will 
reach Bandel before the Umballa Express. Again, such passengers for 
Bandel as formerly used to travel by the Bombay Mail, have now to travel by 
No. 57-Up train and are consequently delayed by nearly one and a half hours. 
It is hoped that: the railway authorities will give a favourable consideration 
to this matter. 
30. The Hindi Bangvasi [Calcutta] of the 18th February noting the 
fact of a considerable number of sacks containing 
rice intended to relieve the starving population 
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exposed to the brunt of the famine, lying unbooked:at the Raipur: station 
on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway for the reason that the European railway 
employes ‘designedly neglect them to make it convenient to book the goods 
of Eubpean merchants, expresses its surprise at the state of hey and doubts 
the authenticity of the report, exclaiming whether or not the Railway Board 
has any intimation of the matter. | ; 

31. The Purulia Darpan [Manbhum}-of the 18th February speaks of 
: | the great inconvenience which is being felt; by 
the public of Purulia owing to the discontinuance 
of the two local trains which used to leave that town for Asansol at 11 A. M. 
and 11 p.m. respectively. | 55 


A railway complaint. 


(A) —Generat. 


32. Referring to the King-Emperor’s reference to India in. His-Majesty’s 
| speech from the Throne, the Medini .Bandhay 
The speech from the Trans. [ Midnapore } of the 13th February says that although 
the Indian Empire is as a mine of jewels to the British raj, the King’s Ministers 
do not appear to have an eye on its affairs. In most cases they consider. their 
duties ended when they have put their signature to the Viceroy’s prc ls. 
Consequently, India is subjected to great oppressions. The. late Queen- 
Empress more than once spoke of reforming the Indian administration, but to 
no effect. It will, therefore, be fcolish on the part of the Indians now ‘to 
entertain high bopes at the King-Emperor’s words. So long as the Indians will 
not learn to stand on their own legs and thus deserve good government, good 
government will never come to India. ae | 
33. The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 14th February writes as follows:— - 
The speech from the Throne. 33 * 3 from the Thr one, King 


“Regarding affairs in India, while firmly guarding the strength and un' ty of the 
executive power unimpaired, I look forward to a steadfast effort being made to ‘provide 
means of widening the basis of péace, order and good government among the vast popula. 
tions committed to my charge.” 


After the famous Proclamation of Queen Victoria, no royal announcement 
concerning India has been so good and gracious as this. | 
The King has held out hopes. The Indians now. want to know whit 
interpretation ia put by His Majesty's Ministers on his Royal mandate. The 
Indians will not be satisfied so long as the government of India will not be 
fashioned according to their desire. 8 
34. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 14:h February has the following in 
5 3 connexion with the reference to India in the 
nus in ene ung a Peeen e King's speech on the opening of Parliament :— 
We want complete independence. The country cannot prosper so long as 
the veriest shred of the feringhis’ supremacy over it is left. Swadeshi, ‘boycott, 
all are meaninglegs to us, if they are not the means of achieving our whole and 
complete independence. Fie on the idea that the feringhts are to remain our 
masters for ever. re ae 
A stranger has entered into our homes. He must be put out of it, or kept 
only as a servant or.as a guest—this is the aim of the new party. That is 
why the King’s references to India do not appeal to us. Rights granted by the 
Feringhis as favours, we shall spit at and reject, and we shall work out dur own 
salvation. Gon paging 
35. In noticing that part of the reference to India in the King’s speech on 
5 the apening of Parliament which speaks: of firmly 
um dus Spece™ guarding the strength and unity of the executive 
power unimpaired,” the Samay Calcutta] of the 15th February writes — 
The prospect held forth by these words is most alarming. If His 
Majesty wishes to keep the influence and prestige of the executive unimpaired, 
no good government can be looked for in India. Is it not just because of 
an undue increase in the influence of the executive that incalculable zum and 
zubburdustee are being perpetrated in India? Are not our degradation and 
lack of strength te be ascribed to the same cause? Tho swaraj that ‘we are 
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agitating for, as part of our rights as. British subjects, we can never get if the 
strength of the executive is left unimpaired. A national spirit is now said 
to be abroad in India. Will not that spirit be crushed. and destroyed at its 
earliest manifestation if His Majesty’s words are carried out in practice? It 
is an open secret that the executive now control the judiciary only for the 
sake of their own prestige. The separation of the judicial and the executive 
functions will be resisted because it will injuriously affect the prestige of the 
executive, In short, if these words of His Majesty are acted upon, all our 
hopes of future advancement are at an end. | 

36. In noticing the reference to India in the King’s speech on the 4" Hrravani, 

opening of Parliament, the Datly Hitavadi . 16th. 1007. 
[Calcutta] of the 18th February writes :— 

Be not deceived when, in reliance on the late Queen’s words of hope, the 
ople of the time quieted down, the officials showed indifference in fulfilling 
er Majesty's promises, and a statesman of the position of the late Lord 

Salisbury did not hesitate to dismiss this Proclamation in Parliament as a 
iece of political hypocrisy.’ So who can say, that if elated at King 
dward’s words of hope, we relax ever so little in our agitation, we shall not 

be deceived as before? Furthermore, will any partial reform of the adminis- 
tration in one or two of its branches that the statesmen of England may carry 
out with the object of pacifying us, mean the end of all our woes? We have 
had it driven home to us repeatedly that our present intolerable sufferings 
will not be removed until we succeed in gaining complete self-government. 
We cannot forget that when one’s whole body is full of sores, the application 
of healing medicine to one or two of them does no good whatever. So like 
the Irish, we too must let it. be known that we shall not be content with 
anything short of swaray. And to impress on the public mind of England that 
this claim of ours is not a hollow one, we must carry into the very villages 
political agitation based on a boycott of British goods. There is no other way 
of our aims being fultilled. | | 


37. Referring to the King’s speech in Parliament on the 12th current- Hr Baneavasr, 
1 relating to the widening of the base of peace, b. 1907. 
The King’s speech in Parliament. order and good government among the vast popu- 
lation committed to his charge, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 18th 
February says that the British Government of India in its present scale and 
character has been sufficient to create considerable discontent among the 
people, and that it, therefore, fears that the enlargement of its compass and 
— strengthening of its basis would be an accession to the present popular 
eens. | 
The paper, however, notes that it was not of his own motion that His 
Majesty gave expression to what came from his lips, but that it was to gratify 
@ certain party. 1 
38. The Medins Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 13th February says that Mom bunnnar. 
n . ens Se partition of the Midnapore district wil! . 
pore, Posed partition of Md. severely wound the feelings of its inhabitants. 
y Te Such partition should not be allowed to take 
place simply because the Government of India has sanctioned it. Let the 
inhabitants of the district agitate against the proposed measure. 
89. Referring to the partition of Midnapore, the Bangavasi [Calcutta] — Bancavasy, 
die sails on Otic of the 16th February says that partitioning has Fob. 16th, 1907. 
© partition of Midnaporo. become a rage with the authorities. Is there no 
other way of spending the surplus money? The villages in Bengal stand 
in great need of improvement. 1 1 
40. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Pairika [Calcutta] of the se: sa yuaxv 
| 14th February writes as follows — | BAA R PaTEria, 
According to the Government report, a very Feb. 14th, 1007. 
good crop of paddy was this year harvested in 
Eastern Bengal. Why, then, is there such a scarcity of food-grains in the 
country? Why is the 2 of rice increasing? Severe distress is prevailing 
in Eastern Bengal. For a long time we have been receiving reports that 
European merchants, such as Messrs. Ralli Brothers and Graham & Co., are 
making a corner of rice in the country. And people suspect that they are 
doing this in order to suppress the swadesli by impoverishing the people and 
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making it impossible for them to buy swadeshi articles at high prices. Is 
Government aware of this shrewd policy of the European traders? And have 
these traders the sympathy of the Government in this matter? Will not the 
Government rule the country according to the right principles of statesman- 
ship? The Hon’ble Mr. Hare has made himself conspicuous by his complete 
silence and apathy in all matters. He is daily receiving reports that rice is 
being exported in large quantities for feeding poultry and cattle and for the 


manufacture of liquor in Europe,-while people here are going to die of 
starvation. Government is failing to prevent this export on the ground of 
free-trade. But the result of this will be very serious. Again, the famine 
in China is giving a fresh impetus to European merchants to buy up all the 
rice in Eastern Bengal. We do not know what interest the Government has 
in allowing this state of things tocontinue. But we know that it is vain on 
our part to expect a redress of it from the Government. The danger can only 
be averted if the zamindars of Eastern Bengal forbid their tenants to sell rice 
to European merchants. : 

41. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 14th February says that Maulvi 

Alleged Yealisation of sebecrip. Abul Mozafar, Deputy Magistrate of Madaripur, 
tions by a 2 Magistrate and who was Mr. Briscoe’s right hand in his came 
police officers in Madaripur. paign against students and swadeshi in the 
subdivision, has, after the transfer of Mr. Briseoe to Faridpur, resolved on 

leasing his former master by forming a ‘‘ Briscoe Library” in the local 
— And he has engaged the local Court Sub- Inspector of Police and 
Mr. Hakk, the Musalman Sub-Inspector of the local thana, to collect subscrip- 
tions for the purpose. These police officers have been importuning the local. 
mukhtars for subscriptions. Besides this, the Deputy Megistrate has raised a 
sum of money by making certain deductions from the salaries of chaukidars. 
and daffadars. This was done on the 9th instant, on which date their salaries 
were disbursed by the Deputy Magistrate himself. The poor people did not 
dare say anything against bis action in this matter. On the 9th instant more 
than one hundred rupees were realised from them on account of the expenses 
of the local masjid. The deductions made from the salaries varied from 
annas 4 to Rs. 2. It is now rumoured that daroga Babus will soon go to the 
mufassal to realise subscriptions. Ah! They are surely the fittest persons for 
the work. The attention of the District Magistrate and the Lieutenant- 
Governor is drawn to the matter. | 8 

42. The same paper writes as follows :— ) 


Sir Andrew Fraser has become very partial 
He has appointed Mr. Burrows and Mr. Crosse 
Deputy Magistrates in the fifth and fourth grades, 
respectively, and they have consequently been placed over the heads of many 
able Deputy Magistrates. Something must be done to check the course of 
this partiality. All contact and connection with such a partial man should 
he avoided by gentlemen. 


43. The Daly Aitavadi [Calcutta] of the 15th February writes :— 


VV One by one Sir Andrew Fraser is leaving 
and promotions in the Executive many titles to fame. There is no doubt that his 
Branch of the Provincial Civil name will, like Lord Curzon’s, become ever- 
mention. memorable. His Honour’s principal title to fame 
rests on his abolition of competitive examinations for admission into the 
pene service. In spite of keen protests from the public, as in the case of 
.ord Curzon and the partition of Bengal, he has introduced the present 
unjust system which is founded on partiality and affection for the European. 

In order to hide at first this affection for Europeans, His Honour stated 
that none but graduates would be taken in as Deputy Magistrates. His 
purpose having been served, he has now cast off his mask. In the matters of 
appointment and of promotion alike, the current of a biassed affection for 
Europeans is now running unchecked. — 

Government has lately strengthened the staff of Deputy Magistrates. 
New men have been taken in and old men also have been promoted. But the 
manner in which the thing is being managed is such as will make everyboty 
who hears of it, hang down his head in shame, Of the three newly appointed 
gentlemen, one is a Musalman, one is a Bihari and the third is a European; and 


Mr. Burrows and Mr. Crosse 
as new Deputy Magistrates, 
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none of the three is a graduate. Besides, the European nominee was a clerk 
in a Government office in the Punjab. For some unknown reason fortune 
has suddenly smiled on him. Fraser Bahadur, in the exuberance of gracious- 
ness, appoints him a Nd Magistrate, not to the last grade but to the one 
immediately above it. There is no dearth of well-educated men amongst 
those of the last grade who have been thus superseded. The Bihari and the 
Musalman nominees have also been appointed direct to a grade below which 
there are three others. on | 
There is a very just rule of Government in the matter of appointment 
which provides that when an outsider is brought in, he is admitted into the 
last grade, competent older hands being given the vacancies in the higher 
grades. This is a rule which has been observed by all Lieutenant-Governors 
when appointing Deputy Magistrates, but Sir Andrew Fraser, by having 
ignored the just claims of many faithful and efficient officers, has now 
committed an act of the highest injustice. 3 : | 
This matter formed the subject of a question in the Legislative Council, 
But His Honour’s Government: unblushingly gave an artful reply and thereby 
silenced the questioner. Sir Andrew’s reply implied that if those who are 
well-educated and have been efficiently discharging their duties for long 
were promoted to higher grades, the State would go to rack and ruin, whereas 
administrative efficiency would be subserved by putting in inefficient 
outsiders in the higher grades. Was ever strange argument like this heard 
before? That is why His Honour has specially selected as competent a 
European clerk from the Punjab, and two gentlemen without degrees, and 
thereby given evidence of his appreciation of merit. Mark the excellent 
correspondence between His Honour’s words and acts. 


Nor is this all. The following is a further evidence of Sir Andrew’s 
glorious way of doing justice, Some of those officers who had hitherto been 
serving in the lower grade with credit have been promoted; and in giving 
these promotions a number of incompetent European Deputy Magistrates 
have been selected for special promotion over the heads of competent Indian 
officers. Thus that notorious Deputy Magistrate of Dumka, Mr.. Thomson 
has come in for double promotion. He is deaf, and besides, the people of 
Dumka are crying for relief from his oppressiens. rie 


The official communique’ to the press on this question implies, ** We have 
created a number of new posts, and shall put anybody we choose into them. 
It can never be that you have any claim to them because you have been 
serving from before, You have no right to say anything on this point.” 
This is Sir Andrew's explanation. There is no Indian’s name among the 
specially able officers, nor is there likely to be. The mere fact of being a 
European constitutes à claim to extraordinary efficiency in India. The more 
one commits oppression on the sala admi (black man), the more is he com- 

tent in the opinion of some authorities. We cannot say if Sir Andrew Fraser 
has adopted the same view or not in the present case. But we have been 
refreshed at the sight of the excess of His Honour's love for his own people. 


The fact is that the time has now arrived for the fulfilment of the 
urpose for which Sir Andrew abolished competitive examinations. No 
n went so far in betraying the exuberance of his one- 
sided love for the /feringhias Sir Andrew has, A number of highly paid 
clerkships in the Bengal Secretariat has been now reserved for feringlis. In 
filling up other important posts also, Feringhi candidates receive preferential 
treatment. In the matter of promotion of /ertughis too, the greatest 
partiality is exhibited. Deputy Magistracies could hitherto be got only through 
a competitive examination, and were hence closed to uneducated feringhis. 
This fact melted the kind heart of Sjr Andrew Fraser, and His Honour 
therefore abolished competitive examinations and removed all obstacles to the 
appointment of feringhis. Are not they grave sinners who blame a Lieute- 
nant-Governor é6verflowing with mercy like Sir Andrew? ee 

Partiality and injustice like this would not be permitted to continue in 
any civilised country * India. It is to be hoped that Lord Minto will 
interfere to prevent Sir Andrew's tyranny and thereby save the reputation of 
the English name. ee . oe es 
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44. The Birbhum Varia N of the 16th February writes that if 
| it be a fact that the Government of Eastern Ben 

Wanted help 1 Musalman and Assam is about to help Nawab Salimulla of 
W N Dacca with a loan from the public funds in order 
to enable him temporarily. to get over his heer | difficulties, then it would 
be glad if the Government of Bengal could in a similar spirit advance money 
to Khan Bahadur Ishan Husain of Rajnagar in Birbhum, a Musalman zamindar. 
of high birth, almost the whole of whose property has lately been sold off to 
repay debts he had contracted. : wa | 
45. The Nithar [Contai] of the 19th. February writes that work at the 
Contai Post Office is now in great confusion. The 
K mail which is received at the office before 12 noon 
is delivered to the addressees usually at 4 or 5 in the afternoon. People 
going to the office to send money-orders or to register letters, etc., have to 
wait for two or three hours before they can get their work done. The postal 
employés are said to be terribly overworked and hence these delays, The 

matter requires inquiry by the Postmaster-General, 


IV.— NaTIvE 87 ATES. 


46. In criticizing the views of the Raja of Kapurthala as set forth in 

A comment on the observations his recent contribution to the Nineteenth Century 
of the Chief of Kapurthala ag to the effect that for the enlightenment of thought 
published in the Nineteenth Cen- and a higher development of ideas so much neces- 
— sary for the successful administration of the State, 
the Indian Chiefs should, of necessity, receive English education in England 
and America in preference to their education at home or in the Rajkumar 
College, the Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 18th February notes that the 
Raja thus aims at drawing the other Native Chiefs to his own order to bear 
the same blot in their character as himself, in whom the effect of English 
education and of his visiting England manifests itself in his marrying an 
English lady, and adopting English mode and habits of life. te 
The paper concludes that it is really distressing to reflect upon the. 
history of the Raja’s ancestors side by side with his own doings, with the 
remarks that there are a good many Native Chiefs having no semblance of 


English education in them that are proving themselves good rulera and 


successful administrators of their States. 


V. —PROSPTOTS OF THE Crops AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


47. The Soltan [Calcutta] of the 15th February writes that Messrs. Ralli 
Brothers and Messrs. Schroder Schmidt & Co. 
have created a monopoly, and are buying up rice 
in immense quantities at Magra Hat (24-Parganas). 
A terrible scarcity is to be apprehended if rice is exported in this manner by 
foreign traders. | 


Rice at Magra Hat (24-Par- 
ganas). 


VI.— MIscELLANEOUS. 


48. In an article headed A cutting retort” the Marwari Bandhu 
[Calcutta] of the 13th February, referring to 
the remarks of the Times of London that the 
English conquered India by their swords, invites the attention of the journal 
to what lies on record as the observations of Englishmen such as Mr. G. 
Simerki and Professor Shelly on the subject of the gradual acquisition 
of the various Indian territories by the English which now compose the whole 
Indian Empire, and challanges it to refute the same, remarking that otherwise 
it would be the direct conclusion that its India-conquering sword has got 
rusty and that it only made a glaring vaunt in making the above pronounce- 


ment. 
49. The Times of London wrote, says the Sanjivans [Calcutta] of the 14th 
pene __ February, that the English conquered India by 
uae of the English the sword and will. hold India by the sword. 
25 The boastful English have forgotten that in the 
Kingdom of God unalloyed brutal force recoils on itself and is destroyed. 


A cutting retort. 
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That this process of self-destruction is going on in the British army is proved 
by the high percentage of attacks of venereal diseases in it. The writer then 
quotes statistics to prove this statemunt. 


50. The Sandhya (Calcutta) of the 15th February writes :— 


Youexpect to continue eating the bread of slavery 
at ease, to save India while living on the feringhi’s 
leavings,—that will not be. Your home of happiness will be broken up— 
then will sense come to you. ee : 
Hearest thou not the cries of lamentation coming from all sides? The 
crop of paddy and rice in the country has been a bumper one, but nevertheless 
the people are not getting the wherewithal to eat. The Feri ght merchants 
are appropriating it all to themselves. They have forcibly dispossessed you of 
your arts and commerce, and by laying rails over the surface of your country 
and closing the waterways and thereby bringing in fever, they have laid the 
country waste. Even your treasured kine which are your life, so to speak, are 
almost all about to lost to you. And preparations are on foot for the 
appropriation of your fishing-rights and your fish. With your milk, your rice 
and your fish gone, what will you live upon ? 1 
The day of destruction is approaching, when under the stress of hunger, 
wife, children, home and the — ers life will have to be abandoned. 
Twice weleome be that auspicious day. The more the influence of feringhi 
traders increases, the more /feringhi-ism spreads over the country, the more men 
of the fertnghé cast of thought will try to break up the eternal Hindu social 
fabric, the more will the strength of the country be awakened. a 
- Strive so as to gain strength, and see the swaray of liberation flourish in 
all its destructive vigour. . See | 
51. Referring to the ee Fund, the are [Calcutta] of 
4 a the 16th February says that Sir Bampfylde Fuller 
m. Fuller Memorial Fad. z a fortuuste man, ‘becouse he became Lieutenant. 
Governor of a part of Bengal and has now returned home safe. He is also 
fortunate because a fund has been opened for commemorating his rule. Raja 
Benoy Krishna is the only Bengali who has subscribed to this fund. blessed 
be the Raja. The sight of him will always remind the people of the country 
of Sir B. Fuller and his administration. And to Sir B. Fuller's oppressions 


The political situation. 


Eastern Bengal owes a great part of the success of the swadesmi, 2h 
52. The Daily * 7 [Calcutta] of the 16th February writes as 
 2ZOMOWS -=— | ne | 
Ie suggested by the 4 Musalman Emperor came before us for a 
few days and has gone away. Call him an 
Emperor, a Badshah, an Amir or what you will, there is no doubt that he is an 
independent Sovereign, It is seldom the good fortune of the Indians to look 
upon an independent Sovereign, and this time we had the opportunity to 
gratify a desire which is so seldom gratified. © | aes 
t have we seen? And what have we learnt from what we saw? 
The first lesson we have learnt is, that the Western writers are mendacious. 
Their writings had taught the people of this country to look upon Mussalman 
rulers as completely given over to luxury and despotism, as uncivilised and 
unruly, never paying any heed to the happiness of their subjects and incapa- 
ble, in consequence of their unenligntened minds, to take a high rank among 
civilised men. But this teaching has been completely falsified by the Amir. 
Those who weaken their subjects by encouraging division among them, those 
who foment unrest in their own dominions, those who dispense justice accord- 
ing to the colour and complexion of those who seek it, those who take ad van- 
tage of a rigorous code of law to trample upon their poor and weak subjects, 
inay learn much and copy much from such an independent Sovereign. Every- 
body uust, in fact, admit that the Amir is neither a Chief of the Zulus nor a 
Czar of Russia, but a ruler fit to rule in the twentieth century. His wife or 
his daughter may not place flowers in anybody’s and everybody’s button-hole, 
but he is himself fit to take rank before many rulers who pride themselves upon 
their civilisation. Can anybody say that he yields to any Western ruler in 
the keenness of his intellect, in his education, in his far-sightedness, and in his 


desire to go good to his subjects ?. 


SaNDHYA, 
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History records the instance of no other country in the world which was 


as rich and prosperous at the time, as was India under Muhammadan rule, At 


the time when superstitions Christian rulers were, for the sake of their respective 
faiths, conducting themselves like brutes, Hindus and Mussalmans were living 
in perfect amity with each other. Even at that time Mussalman rulers let 
themselves be guided by the advice and under the leadership of Hindus, 
and, ordinarily, Hindus showed no ill-feeling towards the Mussalmans, nor 
Mussalmans towards the Hindus. That wasatime when worth was appreciated. 
The first principle underlying British rule even now is brag in_ profession 


and deception in practice. The principal policy of that rule nowadays is the 


rofession of impartiality while practising partiality at every step,. The 
Prodlensition of the Queen-Empress is respected only in name, while in 
actual practice race partiality in the adminisration of justice and in the dispen- 

sation of official patronage is clearly visible. | 3 
It is not a little to the discredit of the present system of British rule in 


India that though they had been long confronted with the powerful Western 


civilisation, the people of India were still fascinated by the good qualities of 
an Eastern potentate who paid them a flying visit. The Amir was surrounded 
by British spies, for fear lest any British Indian subject should find an opportu- 
‘nity of 1 to His Majesty in private. This fear had, indeed, bewildered 
the authorities. If there had been peace and contentment in India, and if the 
authorities themselves believed that this country enjoyed good government 
which is the basis of peace and contentment, then their countenances would not 
have been so clouded with anxiety and fear. Those who know in their minds 
that they have a thousand and one shortcomings cannot, when they have to 
conceal their faults, refrain, in spite of all their brag, from bowing down their 
head before those who are really worthy. © | rp 
We have seen but little of the Amir. We have had neither the time nor 
the opportunities to see more of him or of his doings. That, even with such 
limited knowledge of His Majesty, we have come to look upon him as a very 
noble-minded ruler, the English officials in India have surely been able to 
discern. The Amir came to us for a few days and has succeeded in charmin 
us by his good qualities within this brief space of time—a result which coul 
not be effected by the lari of Gurkhas, by the punitive police and by the 
stringent law of sedition. It is impossible for the Western ruler, who finds in 
his subjects’ minds a vivid conviction that justice is seldom had in a quarrel 
between a white-skinned man and a black-skinned man, to bear hearing the 
praise of an Eastern King. The English never lose an opportunity of creat- 
ting quarrels between their subjects on the question of cow-slaughter and beef- 
eating; but the uncivilised ruler of an Eastern country has easily reconciled 
the subjects of a foreign Government on this troublesome question. Does not 
this act of the Amir’s make one exclaim O you English, keep your civilisation 
to yourselves; we do not want to be fascinated by the charm of your iniqui- 
tous civilisation and its attendant tricks and expedients. It is better for us that 
we should retain our Eastern barbarity. 1 85 — 
The inevitable result of our subordination has been that our high hope 
our faculty of invention and our spirit have all been damped. It was for the 
English to lead us on along the path of i. > and thereby foster good feel- 
ing between the rulers and the ruled. But, instead of doing that, they are 
working our ruin by trickery of words. Under the circumstances, we ask the 
English people for help and guidance. We wish for R because we wish 
1 the permanence of British rule, otherwise we would have remained totally 
silent. | : 
53. The Bihar Bandhu [Bankipore] of the 16th February notes the 
mysterious disappearance of a Nepali woman, the 
The W r 42 4 epali wife of a Nepali who, on being attacked with 
Dospitll. e cholera, while on a journey, was removed to the 
Bankipore hospital for treatment, where he breathed 
his last, on hearing of his wife’s disappearance. 5 
54. The Yugantar [Calcutta] of the 17th February attempts to show that 
Internal revolution and the thosbury? na NN U t 0 * 3 
| . sag aftes 8 speech, namely, at the remova 
oe eee ee of British vdeo wot en AB plunge India into 
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internecine quarrels and thereby retard its internal progress, and (2) that the 
i who are incapable of self-defence and have become known to the 
world through the favour of the English, would, in the absence of the English, 
be killed or be again enslaved by some other people, are opposed to the 
teaching of history and, asa matter of fact, baseless. The article concludes 
with the following observations: , | 
As had happened in the past in Germany and Italy, if in India, too, at 

the present time some tribe should gain ascendancy over the others, that 
would not mean the extinction of the independence of the latter, but would 
rather *. to form a powerful Indian nation under one Sovereignty. No 

tribe in Germany or Italy kills others. In India, too, no tribe will cut others 
throats. The Bengalis, therefore, can have no fear on that score. If in India 
the people of one province bring under their yoke those of another, that yoke 
will be far easier to bear than the chains of a foreign nation, because the rule 
in that case will be indigenous rule, which will only help to establish indepen- 
dence. Indigenous rule, even if bad, is far better and more desirable than 
foreign rule, even if good. If in consequence of indigenous rule the country 
Is plunged again into internal revolution, that will only give a fierce impetus to 
nationa 
great men and heroes. Such an age will be far better than the present time, 

55. The same paper writes as follows :— _ | : 


We want to show that the English have made 


The Indians as instruments of i; Segre 
hain the Indian their instrument in working out his own 


spite of its vast — 
strength. Who will realise taxes for the English ? How many soldiers wi 
the English be able to employ to guard this vast country ? oe 
: When even a tenth part of the people of the country will feel the pang 
in their own hearts, resistance, now armless, will become armed if the 
English come to measure strength with them. A great fire will then be 
kindled, and from that sacrificial fire will rise a goddess on whose forehead will 
be written the word INDEPENDENCE. | | 
56. The Hiivarta [Calcutta] of the 17th February casting some sarcastic 
+ dein tase i i reflections upon the last Lady Minto Fete and its 
23 ä proceedinge, specially upon those connected with 
the gambling and the young beautiful ladies vo rt ae fixing picturesque 
nosegays into the button-holes of the visitors, irrespective of the question of the 
European and native, and thus making a heavy demand upon their pockets, 


. 


remarks that if it is not wrong to gain money by ignoble means to spend it 


on noble pursuits, why was the late Tantia Bhil considered fit for the gallows ? 
57. In an article headed The prevailing discontent of India,” the Hindi 
Ae Ca a Bangavasi Calcutta] of the 18th February, oriticising 
pane Age Khan in the Wational the observation of Sir Aga Khan recently publish 
ov js). in the National Review of England, remarks that 
it is not to their satiety and to ihe fact of their being above want that the 
Indian people are so much discontented, but that their discontent rather origi- 
nates in the administrative defects of the country, which, as observed by Lord 
Roberta formerly, and by Mr. Fraser Blair, of late, call for immediate remedy. 


life on the path of its development, and India will again give birth to 
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The paper concludes that Sir Aga Khan had better hit upon any other 
contrivance to gratify his friends than this, which so much falls out with reason. 
58. The same paper noting that the building of the Victoria Hall under 
| | 3 construction, in which Lord Curzon sought to have 
1 cracking of the à glorious monument of his connection with India, 
has suddenly come to crack before its completion 
and remarking that this has eventuated because of its being constructed on a 
loose soil incapable of bearing so enormous an erection, inquires of the able 
men concerned why they recommended the construction at all under such a 
circumstance, who is now responsible for this waste of money collected from 
so many native Chiefs and gentlemen, the contributors to the Memorial Fund, 
and what was the necessity of entrusting the work to the * go architects 
when the descendants of those that constructed the wonderful Taj are still to 
be found, who, if employed, would have, as observes the journal, managed it 
in a way such as to prevent the occurrence of so disappointing an event, 
59. Referring to the State as of bes — 8 last 1 — — 
ment House an the dances ormed therea 
—— _ * — the same paper observes that there is —— 
surprising to see a lady dancing with one other than her husband and the 
wife of the latter with any other man, inasmuch as the social law of England, 


says the paper, sanctions it. 


Sara, 
Feb. 19th, 1907. 


UrsaLDiviga, 
Feb. Oth, 1907. 


60. The Sandhya [Calcutta] of the 19th February writes that a barbarous, 

Sen unmannerly race are robbing the Hindus of their 

pra ened belittling of things arts and industries, trampling on all their claims to 
ee dignity, traducing their social system, and belit- 
tling their great men. From the history of India as written by the feringhis, 
one learns that the Hindus are an illiberal and timid race, who oppress their 
women, and whose activities are more towards theory than to . practice, 
that Vyas and Valmiki were liars, and that Maharaj Sivaji was a hill bandit. 
And on reading statements like these, the desire arises strong in the patriotic 
Indian’s heart first to chastise the ignorant jferinghis nsible for such 
statements and then to re-establish in the eyes of the world India’s glory. His 
mind refuses to be at rest until this humiliation is avenged, and his pang is 
all the greater because he remembers that it is to the treachery of the Hindus 
themselves that the disgrace into which his country, the dear object of his 
affections, has now fallen, is to be ascribed. 


Uriyva Papers, 


61. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 9th February regrets to note that 
pa 3 * 1 of J eer — Ben 

reer gislative Counci the municipal electorates of 
6 Orissa and Chota Ne agpur has become tainted or 
invalid by the misconduct of Babu Bepin Behari De, who was deputed to 
represent the interests of the Balasore Municipality and who acted against 
the instructions of that Municipality. He was instructed by the Balasore 
Municipality to give his two votes in favour of Raja Baikunth Nath De 
Bahadur, and if the Raja Bahadur failed, to et his two votes in favour of some 
other candidate from Orissa. During the balloting at Calcutta on the 2nd 
February Raja Baikunth Nath De Bahadur and Mr. S. C. Sen were defeated 
at the bestaine of the contest. The only candidates in the field were 
Mr. M. S, Das, 0. 1. ., of Orissa, and Mr. K. P. Ghose of Chota Nagpur. 
When a second balloting began, Babu Bepin Behari De, rejecting the Orissa 
candidate, gave his votes ia favour of the Chota Nagpur candidate, thereby 
acting against the instructions of the Balasore Municipality by whom he was 
deputed. This improper conduct on his part resulted in the final election of 
Mr. K. P. Ghose, the Chota Nagpur candidate. This has created a great 
sensation throughout Orissa. The writer charges Babu Bepin Behari De as a 
traitor to his country and advises his countrymen to hold public meetings, 
bringing the matter on the one hand to the notice of Government for proper 
action and on the other to the notice of a competent civil eourt for a 
judicial adjudication. | 
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62. Referring to the abkari case in which a licensee was detected by vz.. 

Mr. Garrett, the Collector of Cuttack, personally to 
0 1 abkars casein have sold liquor after the authorized hours in a 
. particular night and which, at the instance of the 
Calcutta High Court, had been transferred to Puri for trial by a competent 
Magistrate belonging that district, the same paper states that the case came 
on for hearing before Babu Atal Behari Maitra, a Deputy Magistrate of Puri, 
who found the accused innocent and discharged him accordingly. It came out 
during the course of the trial that no particular hour was mentioned in the 
patia of the licensee and the column reserved in the form for a statement of 
the hour was improperly filled in by somebody after the papers of the licensee 
were attached by the Collector. It is clear that Mr. Garrett was actuated 
more by zeal than by strong common sense, and that he was hoodwinked by 

his Abkari Sub-Inspector, who wanted to raise a tempest in a tea-pot. 
63. The Star of Uitkal having stated that the old office-bearers of the Urmatpmma. 


of the Cuttack Municipality left a debt of about 
the Sie 4 2 the Rs. 10, 000 for liquidation by their successors in 
E nes. office, the same paper Observes that the statement 
c of the Star is incorrect and that the Star worships 
the rising sun, because it wants to earn a little by securing municipal notices 
for publication in its columns. The writer, on the other hand, charges the 
new Office-bearers of that Municipality with extravagance, as they want to pay 
Rs. 300 per annum as travelling allowance to their Vice-Chairman and as 
they want to a point a Health Officer on Rs. 100 per month, both of which 
items of expenditure are objectionable on a careful examination of the present 
financial state of the Cuttack Municipality. | 
64. The same paper approves of the deputation of the Sambalpur Sub-  Urxazorm. 


1 | Judge to Cuttack to clear the files in the office of 
Bw * Iren the Outtack Sub- Judge, which have run into 


| arrears. This will give great relief to the suitors 
at Cuttack without inconveniencing the suitors at Sambalpur, whose number 
is small. 3 
65. The Cuttack correspondent of the Gamatbasini [ Talcher] of the 9th olala. 
R 1 * re the pound-keeper of the b. bu. 1007. 
Tun junge ok, len we Katakchandi pound-house in the Cuttack town is 
FFF retaining the services of a small 
number of men, who are always in search of stray cattle and who bring cows 
and bullocks to the pound-house, though they do no harm to anybody’s 


property. This is an oppression on the poor, and the Cuttack Municipality 
should remove it at once. 


63. The Utkaldwpika 1 of the 9th February states that the UrzIpmEA. 
3 ahanta of Kothpada is always charitable to his . th, 1907. 
Kothpade I Gta. Mahanta of neighbours as also to foreigners. It is said that 


on the last Sripanchami day, he fed a large number 
of men whom he entertained in various ways. He is in the habit of feeding a 


large number of poor men in every week. This is no doubt a great relief to 
the poor in the present season of distress, when the price of rice is so high. 


67. The same paper speaks highly of the liberality of the Amir of Un. 


1 f Cabul who paid Rs. 200 to the Sannyasis who were 
ak liberality of the Amir of in a dharmasala at Patiala. His love both for 
ere Hindus and Muhammadans has excited admiration 

in many. 


68. The Puri correspondent of the same dn. 
paper states that of the cholera patients sent to the 


6 in the cholera 
cholera hospital in Puri, 60 per cent. died of the 


hospital at Puri. 


disease, | Pes 
Public health in Pur; 69. The same correspondent states that ura. 
ee eee eee small-pox, fever and cough prevail in the Puri 
: district, oe 


70. The same paper states that paddy sells at brain, 
173 seers per rupee in the Cuttack town, and at 
9 seers per rupee in the interior of the Cuttack 

district. a Pe ee Sey 


The high price of paddy in 
attack. . r „ 
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74, The. Puri eorrespondent of the In Punt states, that the high prices 
a of foodestuffs in Puri have produced their natural 
u Niang high Price, of -malpprasd effect on the mahapresad of the Puri temple, which 
raw 5 is being sold, to the, pilgrims there at double the 
BE vioug rates. The poorer. classes of, pilgrims are therefore pub to.gxeet 
iffigulties, 3 3 3 ä 
72., The same paper, states that a. man named Pahala, whilg, dressing 
5 * 1 * in a betel shop in, Cuttack, fell doyn 
end. 1 ro | : 
73. The same. paper states that Mr. P. C. Mitra, the Distxiaqt Magistrate 
ee of Puri, While travelling, from Calcutta to Puri in 
A daring robbery in a first-class a first-class railway carriage, was robbed, of - valur 
while the crime as committed. oe : 5 
74. The. Gar jatbasini [ Talcher] of the . 9th February states. that a tiger 
carried off, a man from a sugar- pressing party 
ne Reus mannes working in a, place in Hindole. Though. Babu 
Syam Sunder. Nanda, the. Manager of that. State, had twelve tigers killed Jaerin 
the last few weeks, the depredations of the. man-eaters have not ceased: In 
fact, the tiger-sgare has, become so strong. that public roads in that State are in 
a manner. abandoned. Nobody dares come out of bis house. The writer 
therefore advises the Manager to engage the services of a larga number, of 
shikarig and to put tizer-killing machines on those foot-paths in that. State 
which are known to be frequented by the man-eaters. | 
75. The Utkaldipika. (Cuttack } of the 9th. orig States that there. was 
ap slight rain in the Onttack district in the last week. 
The weatier_in Uultack- The temperature has therefore decreased a little. 
76, The same paper states that mange blossoms are rarely seen here 
5 and there and, that, a very poor mango crop is 
The mango in Cuttack. — expect ed... | EFF 
— 77. The ,Garjatbasins Heuer the th 
nnen February states there was a little rain in that State 
in the last week. | | ) 
78. The same paper states that there was a 
. heavy shower df rain with hailstones im Athgarh 
in the last week. * 15 
79. The Kendrapara correspondent. of the same paper states that a few 
„ °°... phowers,of. rain in that part of the Cuttack: district 
. and the menge in have done great injury o those mango trees- that 
. were about to blossom. The prospects of the 
mango N in that subdivision are very glom m. 
80, The Sankhemundi correspondent of the same paper states that 


. :  . the te ure. in ate has decreased 
The weather in Sankhemundi. _ 2 : mperature... : that State 9 ak deer 5 ed * 


A sad acciden t. 


be tiger · scare in Hindole. 


The weather in Athgarh. 


81. Referxing to the. inability of the Raja of Surangi in Ganjam to supply 
3 oountry- made yarns to those weayers of his estate 
u eaves to use the old Kals. to whom he has, advanged capital. for the, mann- 
facture. of country cloth, the Utkaldipika [Cuttack]}.of the th February observes 
that the women of Orissa should now resume their old work of spinning thread 
by the help of the ever-useful char. Ce 
82. The: Gorjathesini. [Talcher] of the. th February states that the anni- 
versary of the birthday of the eldest son of the 
Co ee ate Raja of Talcher -was celebrated there on the 5th 
February with. geat cel. A large number of Sgn had sumptuous dinners, 
while. 15 prisoners were released. from the local jail, An orphan girl was also 
given in marriage and thereby settled in life... A musical association was 
fohnded there on that date. | 
83. The Bantol correspondent of the same paper states that there was a 
. mala in that village in the Talcher State on the 30th 
8 eligious celebration in of the last month, which was attended by about 
125 600 visitors It was a religious celebration in 
which the entire Bhagabat was. recited. The proceedings were concluded 
with Kirtan (hymns) attended with music. 


A birthday anniversary. 
. „5 3 


8 ee ll 


Mahapatra mourned. 


t 2) 


84, The Utkaldipika (Cuttack | of the 9th February mourns the death of 

Pandit Gopal Mahapatra, the late teacher of 

The death of Pandit Gopal Vedanta in the Sanskrit School, who had distin- 

guished himself asa scholar and professor at a 

comparatively young age. His death is a loss to the cause of Sanskrit educa- 
tion in Orissa. : 

85. The Kalahandi correspondent of the Garjatbasins |Talcher] of the 
9th February states that a strange cock has been 
found in Bhilchila village in that State, which is 
said to possess four legs, of which two serve the purpose of two wings. It 
walks like a biped animal by the help of two legs and flies like a bird by 
the help of the other two. A larger number of men and women congregate 
every day to witness this curious specimen of animal creation. 

86. The Manorama (Baripada] of the 11th February states that the 

5 Political Agent inspected the offices, the jail, the 
birne Political Agent in Mayur thana and the schools at Karanjia in Mayurbhanj 

. and was satisfied with their working. 


A strange cock in Kalahandi. 
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( # ) 
II.— Ho ApirntistRation. 


(a) Polios. 


151. That the law is 1 8 of * 1 | 2 says 3 
1 ndian Nation, by the fact that though the police 
Ken e have always 3 reat zeal ns activity in 
arresting and getting punished persons: guilty of the offence known as rain- 
gambling, they watched with calm unconcern the extensive gambling which 
was publicly advertised and indulged in in Calcutta this cold weather. 
Gambling tents were erected on the Maidan, and people who in the rains 
were fined for their amusements, laid their money on petits ohevauæ not only 
under the protection of the police, but also of those who were even more 
mighty than the police. The custodians of public morals. were blindfolded 
by Lady Charity, but it is doubtful whether she really had anything to do 
ac) ting. the gamblers to empty their purses and purchase tickets in the 
ucky Bag. ms | | et ae 
1 tt the plea of charity carries such weight, it might well be applied to all 
other forms of gambling, and the police and the Magistrate would thus be 
ga ved some trouble. „ | oe 
It is questionable, however, whether the fruits of an illegal and conse- 
quently pernicious “sapere can be devoted to a good purpose. This cold 
hey as as taught the people another lesson which they may not be slow 
to learn. . eee „ ee a 
152. Though the police, says the Bengale, have “climbed down” in 
Obulapts 6t ine Iibar case. connection with the Mihar case, the conduct of 
F 66 Mr.“ M. C. Ghose, I. C. s., in using offensive and 
insulting language towards one of the victims of this police oppression and 
the desecration of the temple of Kali by the hooted ‘ Mr.” Ghose cannot, in 
the interests of the public safety, be permitted to drop. Several respectable 
men, including two pleaders and a doctor, were arrested on the alleged 
charge of using force and violence upon certain shopkeepers at a local fair 
jn order to discourage the sale of foreign goods, but there not being a scrap 
of evidence against them, the police discretely abandoned the prosecution, .. 


(b)—- Working of the Courts. 


158. The punishments awarded to the Proprietor and the Editor of the 
8 Pinjabee are pronounced by the Bengales to be 
Fade ens, maonstrously severe. Their object will be defeated 


by the accused being regarded as martyrs and securing the sympathy of the 


public. The Anglo-Indian papers almost daily commit the same offence 
with impunity, and if Europeans had been concerned in the present case the 
punishment would never have been so severe. . 
154. Bande Mataram says that the result of the Pumabee case shows that 

a public life in India has become a trial to those 

5 3 who want to set about their duties earnestly. 
Politics are now associated with fight and struggle, as the foreigner has to 
be shown up and the guiding principle of British diplomacy unmasked from 
its deceptive cover of smooth phrases and platitudes, All sufferings and 
pérsécutions must be accepted by the genuine patriot with a smiling face, 


and the Punyjabee is to be congratulated on the fearless way in which it has 
conducted itself during the long; harassing, and protracted trial. Indian 


ournalists should profit by its ennobling Example, for these small sacrifices 

: * — the advent of the bloody cross which will bring redemption to the 
Indians. we 3 

155. The Hindoo Patriot condemns the attitude of the Punjabee in 

eae aes claiming freedom to assume the veracity of serious 

: "e « . Gharges against a man because he was a European, 

and disavows all sympathy with the- journal in its present distress. The 


result of the prosecution shows that no one has the right to fasten crimes 
upon people with impavity, The manner in which this lessot was taught 
is, however, questionable, and the authorities would have done better’ in 
leaving the defamed gentleman to settle his dispute with the Pumubés th 
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private, The prosecution has laid bare the situation in India, and intensified 
pular unrest. The excitement it has occasioned will probably be fanned 
mischief-makers and sensation- „ and if the authorities display 
force, it will help to aggravate matters. Conciliation instead of coercion should 
be adopted to establish peace and order. J 
156. The Amrita Bazar Pairika recounts the facts connected with the 
t rosecution of the Proprietor and the Editor of 
e e he Punjabee, and enters into a scathing criticism 
of the conduct of the executive authorities in the Punjab. The publication 
of the article or articles in question was made in good faith, that is, after 
due care and 4 and in the interests of the public. Instead of allowing 
Mr. Spencer, the Police a ke a an opportunity of clearing himself 
by prosecuting the journalists for libel, the Government itself instituted 
proceedings under section 153A, the main object of which is to teach our 
public men a lesson when they prove disagreeable to the authorities.” This 
section, though quite inapplicable to the case, was apparently selected to. 
enable the trying Magistrate to inflict as heavy a punishment. as possible. 
The treatment accorded to the two gentlemen after the sentence was passed 
betrays the real feelings of the authorities, and Lord Minto’s attention to 
this is earnestly invited by the Paitrika. It shows how much liberty is 
enjoyed by the Indian subjects of His Majesty the King, for such things 
are not possible in any other part of the British Empire. This case seems 
a contradiction of the King-Emperor's recent expression that the strength 
and unity of the executive power in India” would remain ‘‘ unimpaired™ 
and “firmly guarded. pe on Pree K 
157. No graver blunder could have been committed by Government, 
Dia gays the Bengalee; than the prosecution of the 
t Punjabes, for instead of the punishment acting as 
a deterrent, the popular ovation accorded to the victims will prove an incentive 
to others to follow the same path of courageous outspokenness. This result has 
defeated the object of the authorities, but nothing could have been more 
2 from a popular standpoint, as the case will stimulate public life in 
the Punjab and help to produce there the same interest in public affairs which 
is now ee „ J)j%%CVTTC0CC0CT es 
158. The Amrita Bazar Pairita characterizes as brutal the sentences 


1 passed upon the Proprietor and the Editor of the 
3 885 Punjabee, as also the comment of the Pioneer upon 
the decision of the Lahore Magistrate. This Anglo-Indian journal referred in 
August last to the tiger qualities” of Englishmen, and it has at last got an 
opportunity of di: playing them to its heart’s content. The punishment infticted 
is, aceording to the Pioneer, not too severe, but this was not due to any weakness 
of the trying Magistrate, who imposed the highest penalty the law provided. 
The decision is accepted as gospel truth by the Alishabad paper, which then 
Fenk misrepresents the motives and actions of the conductors of the Pumabes. 
orgetful of its exalted position, the Government identified itself with the 
maligned Police Superintendent and fought his hatile at the cost of the public. 
If ony body deserves condemnation in this case it is, the Patrika considers, the 
Punjab Government. It has lowered the high prestige of the governing 
authorities in India by its unjustifiable action. It has created a mischievous 
prenedent for other Local Governments to meddle with the liberty of the Press, 
in the name of 12 race hatred, it has created a bitter feeling among 
the people and convulsed the whole of India. It has shaken the confidence of 
the public in the impartial administration of justice, and no Indian journalist is 
safe if such ferocious treatment can be accorded to the conductors of a 
for honestly trying to do their duty to the public. Section 153A is a terrible 
engine of oppression in the hands of the Indian executive authorities, and as 
long as it exists there can be no liberty for a public man in India. 
159. The Amrita Bazar Pairika does not agree with the Tribune in thinking 
1 that the result of the Punjabes case might have 
aa been different if the defence had. been conducted. on 
a different line, Past experience proves that no Indian journalist, once, 
cuted by Government, either under panic or passion, has escaped. Mr. Tilak 
was prosecuted for allowing the report of a meeting, quite innocent in itself, to 
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r in his pap r, and to aécure his conviction Justice Strachey coined a new 
d nition for ection,” namely, “ want of affection.” The Editor of the 
Pratoda was sentenced to transportation for life for saying that the system of 
overnment in Canada was better than that in India. The treatment of the 
unjabee clearly shows the official 2 in the matter, and nothing could 
have averted a conviction. 
160. The result of a 1 case in which Mr. 17 the 2 ae. 
| oF te of Bareilly, convi and sentenced eight 
n Bareilly — case, men to & fine of Rs. 50 2 for — to 
excommunicate a bana because he refused to boycott bideshi sugar, shows, says 
the that it is not merely in Bengal that there o officials who até too 
biased to do justice in such cases. 
On appeal the High Oourt agreed with the Sessions J aw’ gé that the 
sentences should be set aside, and issued orders accordingly. Their Lord- 
ships also censured the J oint-Magistrate for the unbecoming tone of his 
explanation. 5 
Mr. Stubbs does not seem fit for the responsible position he holds. 
161. A correspondent who poses as an eyewitness writes to the Fengalte 
complaining of the shameful conduct of a newly 
2 of Derutr Magie. appointed Deputy at Hooghly towards two of the 
- ‘witnesses in a ssion suit under section 145, 
Criminal —_— Code, On the 15th instant, while examining the Witiiadses, 
the officer was so enraged at finding their lips tinged by betel that he insisted 
on his orderly pulling them by the ear. Respectability seemed no bar to the 
carrying out of such an order, and these childish freaks were played in open 
Court. It is hoped that the District Magistrate will take suitable notice of such 
— actions. 


‘ ) Hdlucation. 


162. The Indian Mirror strongly advocates the removal of the Presidency 
Pag to a better site, and suggests the following 
* knoe, improventent of Tollen as being suitable: — Ballygunge, Alipore, 

— ollygunge, Diamond Harbour, and Garden Reach, 

It urges, on the authority of the ‘Bohaves, that the mufassal public are entirely in 
favour of the proposal both on physical and moral grounds to convert "thie 
College into a residential institution and transfer it to a healthy site in the 
suburbs. Several of the gentlemen consulted by Governmént ars also of the 
game opinion, and it is incomprehensible why any opposition i is being made to 
the | scheme. 

1863. Bande Mataram refuses to join the Intlian educationists in expressing 
a tort gratitude to Government for the grants lately 
_ Congratulations on misfortane. sanctioned to private colleges, and eondemns those 
‘who seek to destroy tlie little self-reliance which has existed among the people. 
‘Wealthy Indians have never beet sparing in their educational git, and the 
should have been properly approached with a view to financing the private 
educational institutions, as these tepresent the joples’ capacity for unaided 
work and organization. The guardians of the podem apes tan Institetion. hed 
no right to desecrate the monument of . Vidy patriotism, héroisn, 
independence, and munificence, and they should have even descended to 
from door to door before they finally extinguished the beacon-light of 
what mere individual patriotism and energy can > still achieve even amongst 
this denationalized and — people. 
1 oat ware 
deeision, an suggests that institution sho p under the 
of the National Council of Education. : 


Gee Self-Government ond Municipal Administra 105. 


164. The conduct of 1 11 — seg id > Coens: Corporation 

in ille n e fu re 0 ovoupier’s 

de of unoccupied land, taxes on 2 kat & di where’ building operations are in 
progress; is pronouneed by the Benyalee to be most reprehensible. This ste 
‘was: taken in spite of the Vice-Chairman's and the Solicitor’s advice, and t 

ratepayers ‘can demand an — of his conduct: The Small Cause 
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Court’s decision in the case instituted by Mr. Cohen; who is a landlord and 
a Municipal Commissioner, should lead the Deputy Chairmun to resign his 


office and disappear from the public gaze. 


_ (h)— General. : 


165. The Bengake is indignant at the behaviour of the Officiating 
* ‘aie Magistrate of Allahabad towards the Editer of the 
C 5 Ciliscn. This newspaper drew the attention of the 
Government to defects in the arrangements made for the accommodation of 
pilgrims during the last Magi méla. As a result, probably of an enquiry. in 
the matter, the officer referred to sent for the Editor, who was then suffering 
from fever, and kept him standing till he made known his ailment. He then 
tried to extract from him the names of his informants, and failing that, 
proceeded to bully him into withdrawing the statements contained in the 
article reflecting discredit on the authorities. In this likewise he was 


unsuceessful. These proceedings require an explanation, and Sir John Hewett 
should publish the papers of the case. 


166. The Bengalee ridicules what it describes as the frantic effort of the 
Englishman to prevent, if possible, the separation 
of the Judicial and Executive functions. This 
: attitude is directly opposed to the one it assumed 
not long ago, but such special pleading will delude no one, for the majority 
of the Indian and European community agree with the political agitators as 
to the necessity of effecting the change. The existing state of affairs has 
resulted in grave scandals, and it is absurd to say that the District Judge 
cannot exercise the same effective supervision over the Subordinate Magistracy 
as the District Magistrate. . „„ 
167. Commenting on the fact that the Government have asked Mr. 
— Morshead, the present Collector of Customs, to 
e Cate moses explain the cause of the unaccountable decrease 


The separation of the Judicial 
and Executive functions. 


168. The Bengalee draws the attention of His Honour the Lieutenant 
1 Governor to the cruelty and injustice done to one 

| are ome Kobin Ch. Ojha, a process-serving peon in the 
office of the Deputy Commissioner at Purulia, who was dismissed, after 
seventeen years’ service, by Mr. H. F. T. Maguire for being a few minutes late 
in his attendance one day. This happened about ten years ago and none of his 
appeals for justice have proved fruitful. ) ee 
169. The preparations, labour, and expense in connection with the 

The Midnapore exhibition fas. Midnapore Exhibition have been wasted, says the 
apore exhibition fai Bengalee, on account of the id of the District 
Magistrate, who decided to taboo Bande Mataram in badges, shouts; and songs. 
This suppression, which has been in violation of a previous understanding, 
has resulted in the Secretary resigning, the voluuteers refusing to: serve and. 
the exhibitors returning home with their exhibits. The District Magistrate's 
conduct stands in marked contrast with that of the Viceroy, the Lieutenant- 


Governor, and other official magnates, in whose presence: the song Bande 
Mataram was sung at the Caleutta Exhibition. 


170. The Hindoo Patriot writing on behalf of the Subordinate Judi- 

The Subordinate Judicial Seces cigl Service, the members of which are distin- 
e Semone’ ©&SEL SEV guished for great ability and probity, urges the 
Government to improve the prospects and status of these officers by extend- 
ing the statutory period of their service to 60 years and, as recommend by 


( 58 ) 


the Public Service Commission, recruiting a certain proportion of District 
and High Court Judgeships from their rank. Old age brings with it 
maturity of jadgment and experience, and these qualities are necessary for 
judicial purposes. The proposed extension will also enable Munsifs promoted 
to Subordinate Judges hips to hold these appointments for more than a few 
years. On account of the great block in promotion, it is recommended that a 
new grade of Sub-Judges on Rs. 500 be created. 


171. A correspondent writes to the Bengalee complaining against the injus- 


tice done to the staff of the Port Commissioners’ 

— offices in denying them all Muhammadan holi- 
days, though they are announced as public gazetted holidays. It isa hardship 
to the employés to be deprived of such privileges, and an insult to the whole 


Muhammadan community to ignore their festivals and observe all the Hindu 
and Christian holidays. : 


172. With reference to the King-Emperor’s speech that it intended to keep 

the executive power intact in India, the Amrita 
Basar Pairtka regrets that there is no one to tell 
him that executive rule is emasculating the people, and that unless the curse is 
removed, they have no hope of regeneration. The vagaries of some executive 
officers more than justify the breaking up of this power. The doings of 
Messrs. Kemp, Emerson & Co. show what pranks executive officers sometimes 


Executive vagaries. 


play, and a more recent case is that in which four mukhtears of Alipur Duars, 


in the Jalpaiguri district, were refused a renewal of their annual licenses by 
the District Judge of Dinajpur because the Subdivisional Officer and ez-offcio 
Munsif of Alipur Duars branded them as ‘“‘ disloyal and troublesome” and 
refused to grant them character certificates as required under the Legal 
Practitioners’ Act. A reference to the High Court has resulted in the District 
Judge being taken to task for illegally refusing to renew the licenses without 
any legal proceeding and in disbaring the practitioners when he had no 
power to do so, The High Court has ordered the District Judge to renew the 
— at an early date. 


The conduct of Mr. M. C. Ghose, Subdivisional Officer, Chandpur, in the 
Mehar méla case affords another example of official high-handedness, for which 
the Government have honoured him by vesting him with the powers of a 
Magistrate of the first class. | : , „ 


III.—LOIsLATIOx. 


187. The Ben gales welcomes the introduction of the practice of 3 


the non-official members of the Bengal islati ve 
| a Council the opportunity. to denies with His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor the Provincial Budget, previous to its being 
formally laid before the Council. These members will now have an effective 
voice in the framing of the Budget. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


174. The Bengals challenges n truth 7 1 a gla statements 

in explanation of the attitude adopted by the 

Lord Lansdowne on India. „ towards British rule in India. That 

widespread discontent prevails in India is a fact known to the Government and 

there is no tise disguising it. It is a result of the mischievous and reactionary 

policy which culminated in the partition of Bengal, Popular forces cannot be 

controlled by any Government, and history records the disastrous results of 

all conflicts between the people andthe Government, Lord Lansdowne and his 
party should learn the lesson and profit by it. | 
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175. The Hindoo Patriot finds that one undoubted good of the Amir's 
visit is a greater disposition on the part of Muham- 
Promotion of good-feeling be» madans and Hindus to be more friendly with each — 
tween Hindus and Muhammacans. other. His Majesty's memorable message te the 
Delhi Muhammadans not to kill cows in his honour on the Id festival has 
effected this change, and meetings are being held in various places by both 
communities to promote better feelings between the different races. Committees 
are also being formed to take practical steps in tis direction. There is like wise 
a welcome change in the attitude of the Muhammadan Press, which now 
advocates the union of Muhammadans and Hindus. This state of affairs is 
very gratifying, as it vitally affects the progress of the country. 


176. Commenting on the announcement in the Punjabee that the Hindus, 
Muhammadans, and Sikhs at a public meeting in 
Pana. amenities at Lyallpur, Lyallpur pledged themselves to abstain from doimg 


anything to cause disunion or ill-feeling between 
the communities, the Moslem Chronicle doubts the correctness of the report that 
the Muhammadans promised not to slaughter kine at festivals. If this be really 
true, it shows how easily Muhammadans are gulled by their Hindu countrymen, 
In giving such a pledge they made a great sacrifice at the altar of friendship, 
but in return the Hindus and Sikhs did not commit themselves to any definite 
line of conduct or make any tangible concession to Muhammadan feelings. It 
is suggested that the Hindus should give up idol-worship, or at least avoid 
parading the images before Muhammadans, to whom the mere sight of an idol is 
a great sin. —— 
177. The Behar Herald is gratified to see that efforts are being made to 
solve the problem of establishing a political union 
The Hindu-Muhammadan between Hindus and Muhammadansin India A 
problem. 7 | pg i 
few Muhammadan leaders have by their superior 
education and intelligence abandoned their settled policy of aloofness and 
taken a prominent part in the national awakening. The majority of Indian 
Muhammadans are, however, still outside the present ferment, and the best way 
of making them realise the necessity for a political union of all creeds and 
classes is by a wider spread of education in all its branches. Earnest efforts 
are being made in this direction and these should at no distant date result in 
the gradual disappearance of all differences amongst the leaders of the two 
communities, who should avoid all friction and exercise the greatest forbearande. 
The Amir, in preaching toleration to his co-religionists in? India, has already 
given a great impetus to the movement to bring the two communities together. 


178. A correspondent from Bihar writes to the Bengalee expressing grati- 

D fication at the prospect of a closer union between 
Hindus and Musalmans, towards which a very great 

stimulus has beeu given by the utterances and conduct of His Majesty the 
Amir. He suggests that to further this end the Hindus should make it a regular 
custom to take part in the Muharram and the Musalmans tv do the same with 
* to the Durga Puja. This display of brotherly love and mutual toleration 
will help to bring about the union of! the two communities, which is essentially 
necessary to create a united Indian nationality. 
179. New India is of opinion that though the motives for the Amir’s tour, so 
— il far as it concerns the British, will never be divulged, 
people suspect that the Indian Government brought 


him here to humour the Muhammadans and spite the Hindus. His Majesty 


has, however, disappointed his hosts by publicly preaching the gospel of 
unity between Hindus and Muhammadans, and thereby giving a direct slap 


at the “divide and rule” poliey adopted by British despotism in India. It is 


hoped that this will undeceive the deluded Muhammad ans aud stop the wolf 
cry” of dissension between the two communities. The Hindus and Muham- 
madans have lived for centuries in friendliness and brotherhood, but this fact is 
lost sight of and the demeaning and demoralising competition for crumbs from 
the foreigner’s table is magnified into a war between creeds and communities. 
The boycott of Government employment will stop this squabble miscalled 


“The Hindu-Muhammadan question” and leave the people free to serve the 
motherland. : / hee 1 


4 


His Majesty the Amir, though hedged in by ceremonialiam aud a ring of 
English officials, has observed the true state of things in India, as shown in his 
inted reference to the difference in the accommodation in the Government 
Medical College Hospital. The tacties employed to feed the European 
merchants will soon be known to him and his feelings will then be very 
different from the Minto-Brand “ honest swadeshs.” His Majesty has discovered 
many things besides the might and power of Great Britain in India, and time 
will show the effect of this on the future of India. The history of Italy may 
possibly be repeated here. 


180. The reference to India in the King’s speech should fill the Indians 
: with hope, but the Bengalee attributes it, at least 
partly, to phraseology indispensible to the revived 
liberalism of to-day. A similar referenee was made not long ago to the 
Transvaal, but the contrast has been very disappointing. ec : 
Self-government for India aceording to the Colonial model may perhep 
be considered not feasible, but it will rest on English statesmen to discover 
— the claim of self-government can be conceded without detriment to the 
Umpire. ae bits : 
181. The Hindoo Patriot is very hopeful that His Majesty the King’s 
speech from the Throne denotes that a steadfast 
effort will be made to provide means of widening 
the base of peace, order, and government among the people of India, The 
words are considered sincere and true, as they come from the heart of a 
subject-loving, generous, and kindly potentate. It is impossible to expect 
wholesale reforms, but if the Indians prove conclusively that they are deserving 
of favours, the Government will soon take them in its confidence. It is 
gratifying to know that some administrative improvement is contempluted, 
for Indians are. only nominally represented in the Viceregal Council and 
have no voice whatever in the government of the country. 


Oolonial self governmeut. _ 


The speech from the Throne 


182. Referring to the article in Chambers’s Journal explaining how the 
1 King’s speech from the Throne is but the handi- 

sit work of the Minister, the Amrita Bazar Pairika 

states that the Indians would have been shocked if the declaration concerning 
the necessity of maintaining unimpaired and firmly guarded the executive 
power in India, had really emanated from His Majesty. ‘The King, however, 
. political power, and if His Majesty wishes he can make the Indians 

appy by a mere expression of his wish. 


183. While promising to effect reforms for the political advancement of 
pee India, which may however prove unsatisfactory, 

gi His Majesty in his speech from the Throne has 

made clear, says the Indian Empire, his intention of guarding the strength and 
unity of the executive. No one desires the executive to be weakened, but 
what Indians need is a slackening and not Shang of the executive grip. 
Police rule is eating into the vitals of the people and the strength of the 


executive is felt in every way, so that His Majesty's statement is not calculated 


to inspire confidence or infuse life in the people. The combination of the 
judicial and the executive has proved how it often results in injustice, and any 
talk of further strengthening the latter fills the people with terror. 


184, The Amrita Bazar Pairtka writes approvingly of Mr. Fraser Blair’s 
lecture on the marginally-noted subject and con- 
siders that he has suggested the genuine cure for 
the disease of unrest and discontent brought on by culpable neglect, stolid 
indifference or aggressive outrage. The late Queen thoroughly realized the 
instability of the foundation on which the English Empire was based, as also 


If there were another mutiny ?”’ 


the danger of unrest and discontent, and had a Proclamation framed which 


could meet the situation and strengthen her empire beyond the possibility of 
its being shakeh by the whole world. She granted this. Magna Charta of 
India in the name of God, and had it sanctioned by both Houses of Parlia- 
ment so as to make it binding on the nation at large. By redeeming these 
pledges the English will serve themselves better than the Indians by 
permanently securing English rule in India. 
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( 56 ) 

BENGALRE, 185. The Bengalee congemns the attitude of its Anglo-Indian contem- 
den rob. 1%. he AncloIndian Press and Poraries in the matter of political reform and 

1 ints out that it only helps to produce needless 

5 irritation and drives the public to adopt an uncom- 

3 attitude towards the rulers of the land. The erratic policy pursued 

the Englsshman and the Pioneer would not be considered worthy of notice 

if it was not for the fact that these journals have acquired the character 

of semi-official organs, and foreshadow the advent of new political measures. 

The Pioneer not long ago improved its tone by strongly advocating the 
introduction of local autonomy, but it has again reverted to its old game of 

Babu: baiting, and now states that no form of self-government could be given 

the Indians because by birth and education they are hopelessly incapable of 

governing themselves. The Englishman recently pleaded for the separation of 
the executive and judicial functions, and the Statesman informed it readers 

that a measure giving effect to that view was actually under the consideration 
of the Government of India, but there has been a complete change of front. 
on the part of the Englishman, whose latest article on the subject is both 


provoking and offensive and the ideas ignorant and silly. 
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